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An analysis of the liability rules for international multimodal transport operators
LIU Ling
(School of International Law, South West University of Political Science and Law, Chongging 401120, China)

Abstract : International multimodal transport of goods, as a special mode of transport, plays an important role in China’s o-
pening to the outside world. The liability of multimodal transport operator has always been the key and difficult point of multi-
modal transport. At present, some of the existing uniform rules of international multimodal transport of goods have not come
into force due to the fact that the number of countries that have ratified the entry into force has not met the requirements,
where as some others are voluntarily applicable and are not fully compatible with the current level of international economic
development. Meanwhile, there are no complete multimodal transport rules in China except for a few clauses in the Contrace
Law of the People’ s Republic of China and the Maritime Code of the People’ s Republic of China, and the adjustment of these
clauses for multimodal transport operator’ s liability are completely opposite effects. In view of this, it is urgent for China to
improve the relevant rules of multimodal transport operator’ s liability, so as to protect the ever-expanding international trade.
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