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Research on the Implementation of the Arbitral Proceedings Under Annex VII of UNCLOS
PAN Xiaolin
(Law School, Dalian Maritime University , Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract ; In the dispute settlement mechanism established by United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea( UNCLOS) ,
arbitral proceedings under Annex VII are one legal method with compulsory initiation of procedures and execution of awards.
The implementation of such arbitral proceedings poses some issues, including undefined dispute exclusions, imbalance be-
tween efficiency and justice, and weak enforcement of arbitral awards. Subject to principle of sovereignty, disputes initiated
directly from or involved indirectly in maritime delimitation, historic bays or titles, and other disputes involoing the consider-
ation of sovereignty or rights over land territories should all be excluded from application of arbitral proceedings under Annex
VII. Meanwhile, once arbitral proceedings activate, appropriate balance between efficiency and justice should be achieved.
Mutual consent should be required among parties involved in maritime delimitation, historic bays or titles disputes, and con-
cluded awards should guarantee justice. On the contrary, for those urgent disputes, usually concerning fishery sources, arrest
of vessels and crews, the final awards should ensure efficiency. Besides improving implementation mechanism, effective en-
forcement of arbitral awards could also be fulfilled through strengthening cooperation between arbitral tribunals and other dis-
pute settlement institutes, international and regional organizations. It could also benefit to resort to other theory of internation-
al law, such as the countermeasure of state responsibility.
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